The sequential analysis of trisomy 12 in B-cell chronic lymphocytic leukaemia.
In this longitudinal study we evaluated the clinical significance of screening for trisomy 12 by fluorescence in situ hybridization (FISH) and correlated these findings with survival, disease progression and need for treatment. Interphase FISH was performed on 85 patients in 1993/94 and repeated on 41 patients in 1996/97. Over the 4-year period there was no significant change in the percentage of trisomic cells, even in patients with disease progression. Overall survival and requirement for treatment were similar for patients with and without FISH-defined trisomy 12.